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HomNot to Stop Leaks 


My favorite stoiy' of the government 
in search of a new» leak is one the late , 
Peter Lisagor of the Chicago Daily News 
liked to tell about himself and Homer 
Bigart, then of; the New York, Herald 
Tribune--twd men^and two newspapers 
whose contributi^ to joujmalistic elan 
in Washington wwrema^eseb . 

It was dum^i the ISsenhower admin* 
istratiooi Lis^rihad' written a piece 
about AmerkanVpriaonerSrOf war in 
Koim The day alW the st(»y appeared . 
'in the pai|)r5rews.---wM(^ wasn’t read 
daily ^ in ;WffllntJgtoi^ 

Lisagoris *dfifi»; in the Natioiial Pr^ 


i ■' 



haw finished dealing with privately. , 
But the strictures set down j£in.:12 in 


Buildmi^'EyBtng- the stwy^ Li^r President Reagan’s name are, for the' 
lilced to teU-iti-B«art allowed that it - fpress, too exacting and, for officials, 

seemed'an-awfidly good one and aAed,. ' 'too inthnidatingi ^ , 

“VVoulditrstamiuptodsy?!! f a PurthernHwe, there^ two’quwtitm- 

Lisagorsaid hecpuldn’trbesur^but '-' -able presumptions in them. One is that 
would caU‘^h» source; On the^ phone, ^ all laiks are unau^rized. Not sa The 


Lisagor said h^d written about^Uie 
subject they had discussed a few days 
earlier and wanted to ask whether any- 
thing had changed. Bigart, meanwhile, 
had pickedTup’ aa extension phone. 
The official told. Lisagor nothii^ had 
changed. Lbagor thanked. the ^ fellow 
and hung up. & did BigarL 
: Next ^y a the sh^^ 

Bigarfs byline was on the irent page 
the Herald TVibun^ whidi was read daify 
in Washington;' It was said that, wfa^ the 
White Houser^ received its copy, 
hower “went'^stra^ Wthirr"24 
hours, word went out to fiM *Vbo talked 
to Homer B^art’’ Welt noone dii '^'^^ 
If there’s a. lesBoo^in this anecdote 
surely it is that time mid energy can be 
squandered ransacking government of- 
fices for news leakeiSb Now, sadly; ,th» 


.word that a Libyan hit squad had en- 
' tered the United States for the purpose 
of assassinating the president md other 
; leaks, about what .the administration 
-mi^t do about Poland had authority 


k: 

I 


^Ombudsman 


, behind them. The occasions o:a whidi 
leaks come from the bcnses is* at least' 
equal to those that come from tlie woric- “ 
■ii^stif&-4he “unauthorized” ones. ■ 

The other questionable presumpfon - 
’ B that all national security informal 
:» at all times in the poeeession of execu- r. 
^ tivB brand] offidab. Not so, either: On-, 

' any given day there » a wealth of classi- 
; fied material in a spread of congressional 
■ dfiices; It .H,.therefwe, at least possible 
administration ^ totaled-, to- move . j that one oar more of the recent leaks that'; 
in the same diiedion: Iti talks about i angered Mr. Reagan or^a^ on Cain*' * 
tightening up on contacts with the press jtolHilL It would not be unprecedented. 

- In all this there may be a woeful ignd> ' 

I tance of how news b put together. The 
iview that., a- tzDubl^rae 'Stcty- was > 
i“given’? to a i^rter by a disomtented 
or dbhonmable official has a correlative;-, 
j that; reporters have few brains of their; 

1 own. Ebqierbnced dficiab know better. 

.i They know that r^rters,..whd om be < 
moorrigible among other things, keep fu- 


and crackmg. ddmhp4dth7,“air'k^ 
,means”-kin oiSiciab suspected Of le^. 
ing. In puismt of die latter; tl»'predict.^ 
able bdds-ai4 thif itvrill eiidouhtbr nxm 
phantoms thaisvillainaThb^despitathe . 
he detectors that haws alreacty braa-em- 
ployed at the Pratagon. 'The same land < 
.of zea| d^>ve.theJ^GsQn administration 
.to the use of wiretaps. 

To what'purpo8e?; Tp'proteitt^^. 

tional secu^ information, saya^tiie 
White House.'. Wdl and good, and- a 
president b-justified m goii« “straq^t 


i tures bookstSome know, for example, as 
’ mudi about the intricades of stratq^ 
! weapons bsues as do the offidab paid to 
' woric on them. And, if you’ve covered 


PP": wheifc^hei » forced, to. confomti, j the diploniatic beat for more thm one 
sometbii^i. publk|je;^^t . he. majvjopt you cm wme shol&S 


Lbten to Dean Ruslc “Arap^r is 
leaving the State Department at the end 
i ;of the day when he ^ the Soviet ami 

bassadoib car drive. up„ Figuring that 

■ . the ambassador has biou^t a message,' 

; the : reporter gives the ;:madimety .a 

chance to work, then . starts cailiiig 
. around. After being told he’s on the 
wrong track at seve^ offices, be gets to 
the fellow on Berlin, who been told 
never, to lie directly to the piresa The reH 
porter says, ‘John, I understand that the 

■ Soviet ambassador has just come in with 
ia message on Beriih.^ So ;the man says, 
'-‘Sony, I can’t say a thirig about it Can’t 

help you on that’' Ah! He’s got it In the 
absaice' of an abrolute denial, he’s on..| 
the track. He figurto out what the Berlin ' 
problem looks like and tiiai' calb .a; 
^end at the Soviet emixe^. ‘By the" 
Iway, he says, what’s the attitude of the 
Soviet Union on this particular point on , 
Bedht’ He Ibtens for a few moment^ ' 
then he (writes} hb story (for} the next? 
morning on the message the &viet amd 
bassador brought in about Berlin.! j 

chances are, that thapraiderit 
M the swretaiy oTstate and ask 

‘Who in the hell has been Iteking nevvs 
over at the Department of State?’,” 
(Item an; interaew with Dean Rusk by 
t:John Vy.En^h,. The.- Fpre^. Service J 
.-Journal, June . 1974 } • 

; . i^ouncing the preddentid dir^v^ 

; -National Security Councd Director Wil-!'^ 
Earn P. Clark Jr. observed that leportera 
were doing a b^rjoh of collecting clas- 
sified informaiion than? the govehunent 
was ofptotecting it To one who’s been: 
th^ that’s a familiar, not nnstalgiV^ 
ftain. StUlj^an administration b entitl^ 
to do more, than grin and bear it But it 
will achieve more if it does bra regulat- 
- mg of the kind publicly ’ '. .j 
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